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The Sydney Declaration

● International group of forensic scientists engaged in 
conversations about the definition, the scope, and the 
fundamental principles of forensic science.

● Presented virtually through IAFS 2023 in May 2021.
Þ Resulted in a publication

● Goals:
1. Share some thoughts about important topics 

within the Declaration.
2. Encourage discussion about its implications for 

everyday operational work, training, education 
and research.

Roux C, Bucht R, Crispino F, De Forest P, Lennard C, Margot P, Miranda MD, NicDaeid N, Ribaux O, Ross A, Willis S. 
The Sydney declaration–Revisiting the essence of forensic science through its fundamental principles. Forensic 
Science International 2022 11:111182.



Forensic science methodology 
and the scientific method

The Sydney Declaration
1. Activity and presence produce traces that are 

fundamental vectors of information.
2. Scene investigation is a scientific and diagnostic 

endeavour requiring scientific expertise.
3. Forensic science is case-based and reliant on 

scientific knowledge, investigative methodology 
and logical reasoning.

4. Forensic science is an assessment of findings in 
context due to time asymmetry.

5. Forensic science deals with a continuum of 
uncertainties.

6. Forensic science has multi-dimensional purposes 
and contributions.

7. Forensic science findings acquire meaning in 
context.
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From traces to evidence

Detection + Collection
•Marks/patterns;
• Particles/debris/fragments;
• Liquids/volatile 

compounds;
• Imprints/indentations;
• ...

Specialized units
• Biology/DNA;
• Latent Prints;
• Firearms & Toolmarks;
• Seized drugs;
• Forensic toxicology;
• Trace evidence;
• Questioned documents;
• Digital evidence.
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Traces acquire meaning in context



More factors must be considered
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On contextual information



More on the importance of contextual information 



Relevant vs. non-relevant contextual information



★ Forensic science is a scientific endeavor, focusing on the value of traces
recovered at crime scenes and employing a scientific methodology
throughout an investigation.

★ Results can be misleading when relevant contextual information is ignored
or unavailable.

★ The development of the Sydney Declaration is a collaborative effort to
define forensic science and articulate its fundamental principles in an effort
to unify and improve the status and application of forensic science.

Key points



_____________________

Where to From Here?

IAFS Meeting in Sydney

https://iafs2023.com.au/sydney-declaration/

https://iafs2023.com.au/sydney-declaration/



